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THE VICTORIAN REVIEW.

Tlio feature of tho April number of tins magazine
is a pnpor by tho veteran Earl Grey on Victorian

politics. It takes the form of a letter to tho editor
of the Review, as the noblo Earl says ho could not

'uridertnko to write an article ; bnt the letter is

just as interesting, and will be very widely read.
The editor, in writing to atari liroy, unci declared

that tho
"

unprecedented degression"
in Victoria

was attributable to "the legislative incapacity of
these who have been administering the public
affairs for tho last two years." Earl Grey thinks
that the mismanagement of tho affairs of the
colony has heen going on for a much longer
time, though its bad effects have only shown them
selves by degrees ; and while ho does not attempt a
full examination of thepastmcasures of tho Victorian:
Government and Legislature, he points outwhatlic
considers to havo been tho most serious errors
that have been committed. Those who arc familiar
with the noble Earl's writings, or arc acquainted
with his political views, will not bo surprised to

learn that the first error was tho adoption of respon
sible government. Tho experience of the colonies
has not altered the Earl's well-known vioWB on this

subject. The effect of some of the objectionnblo
provisions in the colonial Constitutions Acts lias

been, ho maintains, "to prevent any steady and;
consistent line of policy from being acted upon in:
managing the affairs of these colonies, and to pro-:
duce a constant struggle for power among rival-
candidates for it, giving rise to frequent changes1
in tho persons entrusted with the Government, and:
tempting tho various parties which in succession

:

obtained it to vie with each other in endoavouriug'
to secure their .ascendancy by tho abuse of au

thority (especially in the exercise of patronage)
and by" encouraging every prevailing popular:
prejudice ,of the moment." The noble Earl
is, however, wiso enough to see that re-'

sponsible government is an established fact in the
colonies, and that thereto ho use now in urging its.
abolition. "I retain the opinion," he says,'
" which I have stated, with my reasons for it, in'
tho essay on parliamentary government I have
already referred to, that it wonld have been far
better .for these colonios if they had not adopted
this system of government, bnt I am quite aware'
tliat even if tho correctness of this view of the siib-l
ject wore recognised, it could not' now be acted:

upon. Tho step that has bo'en taken cannot bo re-j
traced, and though I think a groat mistako was
made in adopting

'
responsible' government, I cer-:

tainly should not recommend its being abolished. It
would be wiser to consider whether ,it might not'
be made to work better by correcting some of the.
faults which experience lias brought to light in the'
existing,arrangeinent8." . Earl Grey's ideas. about; ,
correcting existing faults will find very little syin-.
pathyin the colonies,' we ate afraid. Ho would, in;
the first place, begin by abolishing, the Legislative;
Council as a separate branoh of the'Logislaturo. He'
prefers 'what is known as a one-horse Legislature,!
and there are a few colonists,' we believo. '

whose;
; views'- lie in a' similar direction. They, however,; .

have never been able to suggest any rational scheme;
ns a substitute for tho bicameral systom. Earl:

Grey, on the other, hand, submits some ,very long!
matured opinions, and coining from a statesman of.
his ..calibre; thoy, are "worth , considering, even'
though at the first glance they appear to be .un-;
suitable for these nascent lands. He would have a
single chamber,, and would introduce into it a

' number'-'of life" members to be elected
' on the'

" cumulative vote
"

by tho dec ted membors.: -
"Such an arrangement,

" ho thinks, "would be'
calculated .to bring into ;the Asscmby as life' ;
members tho men of highest repute in tho colony;
for politicnl ability. Tho independent tenure., by; ,
which these members would sit would enable thorn :
to opposeany measures suggested by the prevailing
passions and prejudices of. the day, with a freedom'
not to be expected from, members sitting by the
favour of popular constituencies." Then ho thinks

<:that, the revision, of, and, correcting technical errors
in bills ; is, very; imperfectly, performed :by the
existeuco.of a second chamber, and might be much

'better ''provided1 for by giving to the Governor
(acting with tho advice of his Executive Council)' :
the right bf; suggesting amendments in bills sub
mitted to him by theAssombly for his considera
tion. The noble .Earl candidly admits that ho!
expects to find very few supporters :of his reform -

scheme, since what is most important in it —the;
substitution of a Legislature of a single chamber,
for one divided into two— is, he is aware, directly!
opposed to that whioh is regarded ,by the highest
authorities as the rudimentary principle in politics
that is hardly open to question; but ho sketches
it in the hope that it will receivo some considora-;
tion. The greater

;
portion of tho article is'

occupied with remarks on two subjects on which;
lithe measures of the Legislature and Government
..of: Victoria seem to Earl Grey to have been,

clearly the. result of its faulty institutions. These .
measures arc, first, protection to native industry ;
and, secondly, those by which the policy previously!
acted upon with respect to the disposal of, ,

.waste:. lands and tho encouragement of omi-'
- gration has been set aside. He uses old . argu-
, :ments against protection and in favour of free trade,:
but, they ;nre none the less cogent,, and thoy should'

'
be well studied by protectionists. He points out
.distinctly the evils which flow from protection, and:

I'tliibkB ;it extraordinary that after the abolition'
of: that -'system

: in England, Victoria should have;
i'adopted it. Then, with regard to the waste lauds,!

ho deplores that the original policy has been de-!
parted from. Tho principle of that policy was:

..M to chock the acquisition of land by those who;
could not or would not use it, to prevent its being
engrossed to tho detriment of tho public by
speculators, and to ensure its regular and system-;
atio occupation; by strictly adhering to tlio rule'
that no land should be alienated oxcept by sale,, at
aprice1 which .would -mako it too oostly to bo held

/.by .any one,-exoopt-for the purpose of being really,
used." Oil the whole, the article is a readable contri-l
bution. The notions about constitutional reform are;
antiquated, and they nro not urged in that con-j

..fideot tone, which would lead to tlio belief that tlio'
"noble Earl is very strongly attached to them ; but:
'

politicians may get a hint or two from thorn, , \
Mr. james Smith,- under tlio, curious title, "Is!

the earth becoming bald?" discusses tlio question;
whether the earth . is being denuded .of its timber!
with such cverohcreasing rapidity' that at ho very;
-distant period i-the: most populous- regions of- tlio:
globe will become a sterile wilderness. Ho shows:
the great valuo;, of .forests, and submits facts inj
favour of nil affirmative reply to his question, andj
in demonstration of the assertion that, in so, far as;
thbtcinperatbregibnsbf tlio globe are concerned,!
wo nro about to bo confronted with a' peril of un-

paralleled magnitude. Mr." 0. -H. Bromby, of Hobart!
Town, contributes the first part of a very abstruse !

.paper on/ "Lewes',, History of Philosophy.;" which!
iwill fihd.fower readers than tho next article/ , On
Teniiis,"'by the'Hoh. E. S.-. Dobson. In this, Mr. <
'Bobsqn describes lioyy!tennis,

is played, aiid makes
'complimentary"1 'allusions to the Hobart Town
Tennis Court. Tlio llev. Alfred Rigg writes on:
"Tho Pulpit and the Age;" and considers tho two :
following questions :-t(1) /Is! the religious

'
ideaof

Christianity,, worthily advocated by. its .professed
mouthpieces ?. and (2) is Christianity itself holding
its own against tlio secular 'spirit' ef the ago? He
oriticiseB.the pulpit!. rather severely for- a clergy- :
-man, rind- potots.out

- several defects. - .He does not :
give,a very .decided ;answer to the ..first. question: ;
and,, with regard to, tlio second, ho' docs not .appear
jtp

hold any .very dofin|te opinions. -Tlio declension
joifCliristiaiiityin those countries .wlioro. mind and :
thought' ,drb moat active can,, he Bays! .scarcely
'bo'questioncdy'arid morb; this decadence is' in
creasing with 'a velocity whicli reminds one of tho
impetus of a railway train going down ari incline.
In ;s6me:way that wo do not clearly understand ho
first- makes out' that- Christianity is liot a failuro,
and. then -that- ib is. It is consoling, -however, to
learn that "all the signs of the timos scorn to point
to an approaching dissolution-of our present system
of things, :to ;make way ,'.as wo ; cannot' :doubt; ; for
'something hotter." , Mr. Joseph 0,'Brien replies, to
Mr. David Blair's article in tlio January numhor,
on tho "Agrarian Agitation in Ireland." He
charges Mr. Blair with: confusing >IInmo Bulo witii
absolute independence, and thinks, that if . the
whole of Ireland were polled to-morrow not 100,000
out of 'five'millions would vote for au ontiro sever
ance /'from1 the British Empire.

'
'"So far from

. HomoRulo and-. independence being synonymous,
thoy are 'in a- measure incompatible. Millions of
Irishmen.! bling to tho hope of obtaining tlio
former, ; but at tlio ; same timo, tliey oling to
the,M.British. ,connexion , with tlio Bame- ten
acity, ;as tho Scotch.'' Afterwards ho holds
that there is not a.singlo argument against the local
government -of Ireland that cannot, be, npphed with
equal, if .not, greater,, effect, to, the, government! of
Kontucky"br Canada,

"
The' entire articlo is,

in "fact, a'dofo'noo of tlio Homo Bulo agitation.
Wo have only spaoo for tlio titles of the
remaining articles in this' issue. Thoy nro
" A New World in Eastorii Europe!" by the Rev.
LB. Stool ;

" Some Observations and Researches
in' Physical i Science," by -Mr. J. Wood Beilby ;
" Some Aeoount'of Contral Anstralia," by . Mr. B.
Bennott ('Useful Reforms," by Mr. E. E.
Morris, M.A.;, 'Acadomioal Teaoliing of Modern

Languages," ,by ,Professor Strong; "Growth of
Dramatic Art, part 2, .by Mr. Wybert Reeve;
iibd "A French Dickons," by Mr. Mnrous Clarko.
Wo. may,, just allude to aii editorial note, from
which wogladly givo tho following as showing tlio
efforts that' nro being mndo to sustain tho high
reputation - of tho Review :— "Tlio spontaneous
UBBuranocsof sympathy and support which wo havo!
received 'from many ominent publicists in Groat'
Britain, who fool a livoly intorost to tho intellectual,
political, social, and industrial development of tho
Australasian' colonios,' and in tho important
problems which thoir iuhahiiants aro oudoavouring
tosolvo, justify ns in nnnounciug that our. 'pages
will bo onriolied from timo to timo by tlio contribu
tions of somo of tlio londors of public opinion, of
all parties in tlio Mother Country."

.Perfection. — Mrs. S. A. Allen's World's Haib
Restorer (tho Genuine only in Pink Paper Wrappers)Beyer fails to rostoro Gray llair to ils youthful colour/
imparting to It now lifo, growth, and lustrous beauty.Its action u certain and thorough, quickly banishing:
Rreyness. It is not a dye. It ever proves itself tho
natural strengthonor of tlio Hair. Its superiority and
excellence are established throughout tlie world.!
Wholesaleof Felton, Grimwade, &Oo., Molbourno,

(h'CnV
Ohem&ts and Perfumers throughout

FINGAL.

. .From: a' Correspondent.
Several ceremonies in -connection with tho

Catholic Churoh here lately havo tended to mako tho :
last fow days red-lotter' ones for all tho members of
thnt Church in this district. The very pretty aniVsub.
stantial stone church that haa been "for the last two
years in course of construction was solemnly
openeti- ny tno itignt xvev. uisnop .murpuy on
Thursday last. Tho weather was most unpropi-
tious on tho preceding day and night! rain Tailing
in torrents, hut the opening day cleared up to a

great extent, though occasional mists
'
kept many

away who wonld otherwise have attended tlio
inauguration ofjjtho sacred edifice. Eleven o'clock
was the hour advertised for beginning the cere

mony, and shortly after that time the clerical pro
cession, including tho Bishop, and Bevs. John
Murphy (Franklin), O'Reilly (Port Cygnet), Oil- ;
Inran (New Norfolk), Thos. Kelsli (of Campbell
Town and Fingal), wended its way to the principal
entrance, whore the prayers and psalms prescribed
in'tho Roman Bitual for the blessing of churches
were chanted by the clorgy; and the procession, recit
ing tho 50th psalm, walked round the church, the
Bishop sprinkling the walls with blessed water.
Tho door was thon opened, and the procession ;
cntorcd, chanting tho Litany of the Saints. The
general public were admitted at the same time, and:
soon filled the sacred building. - The interior walls;
were -then- blessed in the samo manner by tho!

Bishop, and thon mass was chanted by , tho Bev. I\j
O'Beilly. A choir, chiefly composed of Lauiioeston;
Indies and gentlomcn from the Church, of tho:
Apostles', Launoeston, rendered Farmer's Mans In'
R Jlal with very groat effect, the church being;
perfect in / its ncoustic properties, and the sovoral
pieccs'of ecolosiastical music' were listoned to with!
pleasure.. After :tho first Gospel, tho Bev. M. W.j
Gillcran preached an eloquent sermon; in which,;
after showing! tho antiquity of thodovotiou that in-;
vokes help from the saints, and the lawfulness of!
tho Catholic-practice of honouring them- without:
derogating in tho least from the supreme honour and:
.worship nevor given by Catholics to any other than;
God, tho preacher prococdodto panegyrise, especially !
St. Joseph, under whose patronago the ohurch ot!

Fingal is dedicated to tlio Almighty. Hp eulogised-
the foster father of Christ,' arid the protector of tlio:
Virgin Immaculate, and

' also referred to tlio act of I
the late Pope'Piiis'IX.- in/placing-

/Jtho 'Catholic!
Church under the protection of this '

Saint, called!
"the' Just Man'.' by the inspired penman.': In con-l

'eluding, hp oxhorted his. benrors to a confidence inj
this protection, and trusted tliey would-also

assist;
in defraying the. debt that still . remained, on

the)
building. , The Bishop also complimented the;
Catholics of Fingal district on tho beautiful church-
tliat was that day opened, for tlip wofsKip of tho:
one only God ;'and urged tliem to do their utmost;
to free from debt a church wlioro tlioy would assist;
at the Holy Sacrifice, and :wlioVe tlioy and, their;
children would receive the sacrainerits.;

' A eollco-j
tion was then taken up, whilst the -choir sang tho:
>Lauclate of Ztngarell', and a total of £GS was added;
to the building fund. Tho Mass then proceeded,:
and at: its oloso the ,Buv. T. Kelsli, pastor, an-i
nouneed tho total, and thnnkod all who bad cou-j
tributod, cspocially ,many of- other, denominations;
who wore-present. - , : ,, , !. i

Luncheon ori a grand scale was provided in ono of;
Mr. Catty's buildings, and, about 70! 'sat. down at!
tablo, which was iriost oroditablo to tlio hostess, s
Mrs. Gattyi'r Your'dorresporident.oouiiled' six anil
tiventy joints of, great; proportions, arid can also,
from practical experiment, testify that their excel-!
lonce was in keeping -with their ;size. : Towards tho-
ond of tlio -luncheon,- and before giving way to;
Beveral. other batohos waiting to. share in tho goodj
things provided, tho ;Bov. T./Kolsh askod tho coin-!
pany to drink-a .toast, ,not the nsual, loyal ones, as!
;lio occasion was not of so formal a. character, and;

ho was glad to..,think that no orio doubted the;
loyalty of any there present, butjthe licalth of His:
Lordship' tlio Bishop, who 'had taken so' groat an:
interest in the ceremony of tho day,' arid .who was;
over ready to attond at any call that might prove:
of advantage to the cause of roligiori nnd .morality.
The toast was drunk 'with" musical honours; - 1His
Lordship expressed his' great pleasure at the kind.;
ness.;of all in -the way they received his name,:
and said he.tlioroughly' enjoyed his visit to Fingal,
onb this -occasion. He ended -.-by proposing the!
health of the Bev. T. Kelsli', who replied in appro-;
priato terms. , The healths of tlio preacher and of-
the visitors wore also druuk, and responded to byj
tho Bev. M. W. Gilloran and Bobort Cartor,'! Esq.,:
the muoh respected warden of the district.

1
Tho-

company wero tlien invited to the concert to be:
given in the dvouirig,! and separated in the best ofi
moods.

the concert,
'

i

Though tho weather was nnything hut favourable1
a very largo , audience collected in tlio Assembly,
Boom before 8 o'clock, when tho concert'was an-|
nounoed to take place. John Stunfiold, Esq., J.P.,:
presided, arid introduced tlio several siogers'to the
audienoe. : Among tliose, wero tlie members of tlio;
clioir, who had done such good sorvioe in tho morn-;
ing, assisted, by-some, residents of , the,

district..- It!
would bo li'iirdly fair to particularise' whord every;
one sang and' played well, but your correspondent;
cannot omit to mention tlio excellent singing of thoj
Misses Sullivan arid Harvey,' arid'tho accompanying,
of Miss Ellis. Encores wore demanded for nearly:
every song, and were respohdedjtoiwith the greatest;
grace by new snngs being substituted, Tho Bev. i
T. Kelsli thanked performers and audienoe for tlioiri
work and presence,

:as
'

tlioy bad contributed i
materially to augmeut the building fund of tho!
'church'; -arid' in separating,' every ono seemed well I
satisfied with a concert that holds tho >first place!
among tho sovoral that : havo bean given at Fingal!
for y oars past.

'"
: |

confirmation, , j
On Sunday a large congregation assembled; in the)

.now church to witness tho ceremony of, "
confirm-;

ing
" a numhor of adults and children, by the1.

Bight Bev. Dr. Murphy. Tlio children wore ox-i
nmined by His Lordship in tho Catechism previous to !
tlio beginning of inass.arid tlio girls, attired in white, i
witlrlaeo v'oils, prosonted1 a truly 'devotional effect j
as they knelt before tlio 1

Bishop for confirmation. :
Mnss was chanted by tho pastor of tho district, tho!
choir: assisting as at tlio oponing, though ono:
member was unfortunately absent 'through illness, i
His Lordship! doHvored a ivery: appropriate! arid in- '
struetive sermon to the candidates, on, tho greatness ,
and lioliness of.-,tho.saorament;thoy,. were about to:
receivo: and aftor eonfinning about, 30, , including
some adults, ho again exhorted them to .bo good
and faithful soldiers of Jestis Christ, .oafofuliy avoid- ,
ing those places and company where' their faBh and :
morals might

he imperilled.- lie. oxliortod tliom
to

guard against bad-book's, and tho priblio'd'anocs that
were given after an occasion of races and like
gatherings! tolling Uliom :that many:nnd many hove
lost tlicir virtue through frequenting, such dances.
After tho ceremony, medals wero distributed to tlio
oonfirmed as. mementos- of . the' day. Tho weather
still continued -.unfavourable for travellers, andyet
several of tlio children had .como a .distance -of IS
and 19, miles., i Tho cburcli is not Quito finished in
every particular, "the spouting !arid pointing being
still incomplete, "arid some of tho windows not per
manently fixed ; hut tho chancel lights appeared to

groat advantage; with kordors of stained glass-round
the. edges.,-, Tho.-;o!iurch reflects: crodit on the
biiildor, Mr. Lattin, and its proportions in nave,
chancel, porch, ; and vestry aro worthy ; of tlio
designer, Mr. 'H.' Heritor, of Maoqusrie-streot,
Hobart Town, who has .provided, Fingal with
another ornamental building that will last probably
for generations.

:
The extreme length of the church

from chancel to porch 'windows is 00ft.', aud tho
nave is 19ft. iu width.' Floreat . - '

OAT LANDS. ',r

(From our oivn Correspondent. ;
i,This nutumti our, farmers tell mo .will be tlio .best

tlioy have experienced fqr , the Iast twoiify years.
Tbo .nico . long, ,warin ! rains lately have ,brought
forth' ample, proof of it,; .grass.!grows ; rich and
abundantly, ovory. where,, oven, tho., main road is
nlmAQi:ISIra hSIItnnl't.nMn' ' "

Wo at last live in great hopes of soon seoirig tho
Town Hall Btarted ; the ground has boon purchased
for tho last eighteen monthB. On Saturday last tho
Council met, and tho architect is shortly to bo on
the spot ; tho erection' of the hall will bo a -

groat
boon' to.all classes,j: and a want satisfied that has
been felt for years.

Last Saturdays case of contemplated suicide was
brought' to light, arid it is a'matter of great surprise
that ensosof a like naturo do not more ofton occur,
as tlie necessary poisons are' easily to bo obtained on
this township. Stryohriiiic, arsenic, laudanum, nnd
other poisons maylbo purchased in small quantities
from all tho shopkoopers in Oatlands,. with tlio ex-

obptioii of one. The one whom I make the oxcoption
is a storekeeper wlipm I know only sells strychnine
in bulk, iii sealed bottles, to farmors for tho purpose
of rabbit, oto., destroving, but' wlioro I think tho
law should ho rigidly enforced, is where shop
keepers, totally, /ignorant- of

'
the "nature of theso

deadly drugs, retail tliem in small quantities, such
as shilling or two's worth., A man named Hepwprth
is tho horo of the above contcmplateu suioiuo. It
sooms. ho lins been: ill tho habit, whon under the
irifiuonoo" of liquor, to lnoimnoo his own. and wife's
life slio, fearing ho plight carry out his threat,,
made 'a' pra'ctioo of soarohing him onoh night ;lio
rolled homo, nnd.on Saturday night found a' sriiall
bottle containing about 20grs. of strychnine in- his
ooat pookot.: iSho oommunioatedi with Superinten
dent Kingston, wlio promptly ;arrived, but finding
tlio .individual- too hopelessly: drunk for: liny ques
tioning, doforrcd his onquiries until tho following
(Sunday) morning,,, nsj to ,wlioro he. prociirod:: t|io
strychnine. The following iriorning tho >individual-
denied all knowlodgo of tlio"' bottle or poison,, hfit
apparently not to tho Superintendent's 'satisfaction,

-as ho at onco conducted him to tlio gaol to" sjiond
;his Sunday, nnd this morning was brought boforo
tho Bonoli, and romandod'until Monday next. ,

Wo avill havo, I boliovo, very shortly a thoroughly
oomfortnhlo and commodioiiB hotel. Mr."-'B.

!Sturgcon, lato of tho Wardorir Castlo, is putting
jinto thorough repair, furnishing with ovory-

con-

jvonionco, tho old dilapidated lfoutish Hotel; ;
; April 5, 1880.

1

' Mohsi-p.Gnmnult and Co.,— I am happy to inform

yon tliat my son, brought .close to his _grave through
! consumptive disease,has beon completely cured by tho

.usoof your Syrup of Ilypdphosphite of Lime. IIo lias
regained flesh, and his nppotitito isbutter tliarilover.—
Euwin Greenwood Capo Negro Ieland, Sbelburne.

A TOPOORAFEIOAL AND HISTORICAL
SKETCH.

fw nitten hy J. E. Cat.iif.r.i
(Continual).

-Tho indignation of a mcro cockatoo settler like
Bel bin went for nothing, of course ; hut not so iho
pnblio declaration of tho other ; for Harris was a
person of influence hero, and not unknown at
Sydney, whose threat was not to bo disregarded, so
it, became necessary to appeoso him, which, though
not easily none, was managed at inst, Dy tno process
of "

talking ono over." In tho end ho bccamotho
panegyrist of tho Lieutenant-Governor, for he it was
who delivered his funeral oration, or in other words,
who wrnto tho seventh number of tlio Derwent Star
newspaper, 3rd of April, 1810, which, while it re
cords his death, extols every act of his life.

From this moment Belkin was a man marked out
for ollicial persecution ; ono who, at any cost, was ,
to he sacrificed to the hatred of tho Governor, and
of Lord also, who was tho next to himself in mili
tary rank, cither by annoying him into somo punish
able indiscretion, or luring him into somo snare, of
which tho old police force of the colony, even so
recently as forty years ago, had generally ono ,or
two set in the paths of tho unwary and offend
ing, of which tlio most ingenious ono in. use
in Collins' <lav, was what was called tho
."Sundown Bull," tlio revival of an old device
first introduced into England about eight centuries
ago, after tho overthrow at Hastings (a sort of,
crii-fow arrangement), on tlio ringing of whioh all
persons, but a privileged few, who wero not off to
tlicir quarters for tho night were snapped up by
tlie night-patrol, clapped into the guai'd-hotiao, and
next morning introdncod to somo such discrimi
nating and mcroiftil magistrate as Parsnn Knop-
wood. But Belbin know what thoy were after, and I
kept outof their reach for a long time, but it was
impossible for so impulsiva and outspoken a man as
ho, to steer clear of the rocks altogether, in a place!
where some act of official cruolty was ever in por-

-

petration to arouse him ; so tho persevering scoun
drels caught him at last.

It was not long after tbo flogging of the woman ;
that Governor Bligh, who had just been deposed;
from his command at Sydnoy by a rebellious mili-;

'tary, Arrived in those waters, not a passenger, -but ;
tlio .euptnin of a man-of-war, tho Porpoiso, whioh!
'pnst'ho had assumed iu virtue of his superior rank,
which couldi not he -

disputed, any more than' his,
strict legal right to tho Govornment of Now South

!

Wales could bo 'denied. :At this period, Tasmania
'was but a dependency of that colony, and Bligh its:
legitimate, if not itS;acknowledged ruler. .

Neither Bligh nor Collins wero amiable men;
nnd as the ex-Governor mora than suspected that;
nil ; the -'-military.: in .his command wore banded'

.together against him, (which indeed the other hardly!
concoaled), their first meeting was not acordial one;1
and it was soon seon that: the coming together, .of;
shell' inflammable (bodies, like the too olose oontaoti
of fire arid gunpowder, would ond in aa explosion. ,

It is not easy at this tiriio to ascertain in what :

way it was tho misunderstanding between these'
two .worthies; (originated, but where there.is a|
!mutual prodispositiori to.talce offence, a quarrel is!
soon 'got rip! '.However, one would' have thought
'tliat" Collins,' with his long military arid official,
oxporioncos,' would have foreseen that in' tho "end;
Bligh must triumph over his enemies,- and have-!
deported himself more (Courteously and circum-|
spcctly towards him than, ho .appears to have done.,'
'BligliJ1 it 'is' :stated,l lwanted'-!t6' interfere ''in "the;
-government of Hho other, -as'T suppose was' his!
'right 3-to do,- if .lio - chose- to "exercise it.

'
But!

tliis, it is also said, was!, not' .only disallowed, !
hut : insolently . resented by Collins ordering him'
'.to' qriif tlio '! shore,' '"failing'!., whioh' lie would;
oompol hirii to do so by' force; and next, as if!
by way. of , adding indiscretion to 'indiscretion,!
rind- thus giving -tho ' clever but vindictive Bligh!
another advantage over him, lie issued a proclama
tion forbidding overy individual of tho settlement;
to hold any intercourse whatever with tho Porpoiso, j
on pain of receiving five hundred lashes, This:
rebellious;- act, ;wo may ho. assured, .would havo,
cost him riot only his government, but his commission!
also, had-,not:his; unexpected, death saved his

memory those 'disgraces.
, There was at this time ill Hobart Town au old;

"riiaii, whoso hathe I cannot discover, who eked out;
a precarious livelihood, by hawking vegetables and;

,otlipr small wares nbout Tlio Camp, as this town was.
;theri called.1

- He was past ordinary work, : beibg
nearly seventy years old ; and now oither "in1

ignorance of the order,' or believing it to bo a more!
throat, ho visited tlio proscribed ship in prosecution;
of his humble calling. j

Such a delinquency as this was soon discovered!

by tlie lynx-eyed police, who, in their overstrained':
zeal for the good government of .the colony, lost no-
timo in confronting tho old pauper with His
Honor, who soon gave him practical proof of tho
pretty notorious fact, that what ho: threatened ho !

very generally
executed. HisHonor was aneconomist!

of time, and in oaseslike the present, none of it was!
'evoT thrown1 away 'in empty forms, such as' sum-!
moning Witnesses, hearing defences, or other trifles-
of that sort, but camo to tho point at onco, and;
sentenced ohim-: off-hand . to the , full punishment!
threatened in tlio proclamation.

Directly afterwards, or nearly so, tho old culprit)
was removed by the patrol, and committed to the)
merciful charge of a cotiplo of stalwart drummers,!
to undergo such au infliction as these professional
torturers well knew bow to administer, I

Colonel Collins, :as I am assured by more than!
one of bis cotempnrarics, still living, was seldom
absent from tbo infernal spoctaolo that followed aj
sontenoo ; in which, indeod, lie seems to liavo takon j
much tlie same kind of pleasure that Sixtus Quintus-

is siiid-to.have found in signing death-warrants ; and ;
in tho present instanoo, lie stood by tho sufferer
.from first to -last. Whether tho old liawkor: took i
bis punishment all at onco, or by instalments only,

1

I havo no information, but that none of it; was!
remitted is quite certain.

I may add timfc tho' atory of this flogging, now',
first

'
trild mo by Belbiri,' I have, since my last1

week's interview with Him, read, in Bonwick's
"

Curious Facts of Old
1
Colonial Days,

"
p. 21fi, bnt

in loss -'detail1 than1 in Bnlbin's relation of it.
Bonwick says,

" Lien tenant Governor Collins urged
Oaptnin Bligh to put to sea, and to proceed to

Europo as ho had engaged to do. This tho' other
wonld not consent to. Then all: communication
was stopped between tho Bliip - and tho shore.
Captain Bliglij told tlio Court Martial in 1811, that
rations were refused, and .that even a. mau was
flogged for soiling fowls toliim. .It was.iri nnordor,
dated December 7, 1S09, that Collins expressed
surprise, that somo Avcro'so"' infatuated as to con
sider Captain Bligli'th'o Governor still.' "

In a community where such barbarities as the ono
described ahove-woro riot rinooirimoh! compassion for
tlie sufferer is not easily aroused. But ithasoverboen
observed, that when the -'sympathies of a generally
apathetic people are onoo kindled into activity, thoy
become forcible, in .the proportion of their former
inertness. Arid so it wris iu the present instance, and
old.Bolbin was amongst tho. first to tako liro at this
fresh o'xamplo of violence ; tlio more, especially so! as
it was committed on a man whoso nge ho considered
should have shielded him from any such excess;
and who, moreover, lfad done so little, according to
his plain manner of thinking, to dosorvo it ; and it
was soon afterwards riiado apparent that thoro were
some ofchorsin tho camp besides Bolbin who greatly
'disapproved of Collins', conduct in this last severity.

Despotic' and practically irresponsible to official
authority as Governors then wore, public opinion
was not so complotoly ornsliod down as to bo quite
poworlcss, and many, began;- to think tlio timo was
at hand whon somo check should bo imposed on
tlio .extravagances of tho, local -authorities, and
whose cruelties, of "which they were tlio almost
daily1 witiVoss'e's, should not bo infiioted1 as tlioy
wero; that is, according to the,more will of the Go
vernor, tho magistrates, or military officers, all of
whom did pretty noarly as tliey liked, even ,with
those' who,' like Belbiri, ivoro just as free as tlieiri-
solvcs. In fine, that sontorico should bo

1
preceded

by judicial enquiry,, and. not administered, as it too
froqu'ontly was, oithbr vindictivoly or from ooprico.
'..Ibeliovo- tliat riever.yetiwas there assembled- to

gether a community. of British in whioh tho stiffi
nookocl elcmeuti, was,;not . represented ; , that is,-
whore moui;woro not ,to lie found ready at any.
moniorit to make large personal saerificos in resist-
ahco of 'overstrained authority ; rind so it was hero,
wlioro the pooplo —heartily sick of military dornina-!
tion— wanted only leaders to direct, thorn, to raiso
the standard, not of rebellion, bnt of opposition to
tho dopotism of their Governor. : . .

Thoy who wero ready to risk thoir safeties in dis
arming .him of his assumed power were, primarily,
Belbiri, '"'and1' 'a! firio1 old man-of-war's "man, Mr.
JameB Dodding," whose name; it may bo, 'still lives
in tlio recolloctions of about a score of old people ;
and tlioy, laying thoir heads 'togothor, drew up a
memorial to Captain Bligh (whom thoy, still
ncknowledgbd-ns tho lcgitiinnto Governor of both
colonios), who was thon on board tho Porpoiso,

/laying at anchor- off that point of North Bruny
Islnnd, that still bears tho old tiger's nnmo (Bligh's

JPoint), to interpose' his -power between tliom and
-thoir 'immediate ohiof. ; :

T niuifln linro for a moment to sav that the lato
-Mrs. Ferguson, who passed most of lior lifo1 at
'Tinilor-box Bay, opposite Bligli's Point, orico told
!me that tho ox-Governor and future admiral" all
i lint lost his lifo hero. Ho was rambling unattended
ion the narrow' point, whon a dotaolimoiit of tbo
i tribe of Bruny natives . 1' formed lino acroBSit,
'and tlms cut off liis retreat, and that ho had much
-difficulty: to reach tho Porpoiso.
! Tliat. tho iinsorripuloris Biigh would havo.sailod ,to
; thoir" relief lirid' tho petition reached him, there
jean bo little doubt of ; fur that petition would liavo

(.aliowoil
liim'-tliat ho had ivparty horo— just", indeod,

tas ho had in Now South \Vnlos— a cireumstanco

jtjiat might liavb'told.iii bis .'favour nt home, when-
lover n day /of, reekoniug camo rouud. --His own
'inolinntions, too, wore in favour of resuming his
igovernmont, if .only in a dopeudont proviuoo Iiko
this was ; ,while his personal toolings wore most
(unfavourable;, to ..Collins, on account of tho hostile

iaotionf /.the, lattor towards liiin, on his arrival in
jSullivan's Covo. Bnt Collins, thanks to tho report
of a Bpy, know Avhat was going on in the oamp, nnd

'determined to '"thivart' the maohinations, as ho
styled them, of thoso wlj'o desired to; sco his pro
tracted misrulo abated.'
; After tho removal of the Norfolk Islandors"from
their old homes,' thoy wore furnished with house
'accommodation by tho Government ; and in most
itiatanoea two, families iwero billeted , in ono'resi-
'donceV

:
JA porgbri named Ankers shared a .oottago

along with Bolbin's family, and thus became ac

quainted with what was going on in the quarters of

thelatter, of whioh hocarried intelligonoo to thopolico.
Collins therefore (as Arthur's agents

once did at a
future time) took immediate steps to get the peti
tion into his own hands, and thns dofeat tlio aelion
of the seditious amongst his subjects, and, if suc-

ccssfnl in this, to " sheet it home," as ho styled it,
to the originators of the movement.

Au officer of tho little garrison, a man of some

assurance and bluster, was therefore instructed to

proceed to the residence of the offending settler,
:Belbin, whore it was known that the petition was

deposited; and, "in tho King's name," to demand

its immodiato surrender, for delivery to His
Honor tho Lieutenant-Governor, and a lot more

such stuff; or, failing of success by theso gontic
means, then to take it oy force.

But, the more to impress tho malcontents with

tho majesty of tho Governor's Envoy, and to over

awe them into submission, ho was directed to mako
his appearance

at the wigwam of tlio chief offender,
not in the dilapidated mud-stained suit that

he wore customarily about the camp, hut iu tho fill 1
costume of a second lieutenant of His Majesty s

Marine Forces, which I can assure my readers was

funny enough ovon less than soventy years ago.
It is recorded that tho rainfall in Tasmania of

1S09 was an unnsually liaavy ono; but it was

pretty fine on tho morning of this impress! vo visit,
though, as it had beoujraining oatsand dogs nearly all

of tho three preceding days, tho oamp was literally
a field of sludge and puddle, so that by tbo time
tbo officer had finished bis outward-hound jaunt,
what with jumping into a couple of tlio many water-
holos ho had to cross,, for ovory one that lie got

safely over, his scirlot coat aud whito spatter
dashes wero so begrimed with tho mud of the
narrow paths of. the oamp, as to detract vory largely
from ilia dapper figure it was expected ho would

make, when vis-a-vis with the rough-and-ready
settler, but wlio, to say troth, looked rather tlio

smarter fellow of the two. .
It was only tho.day before this, thnt Mr, Belbin

bad received from tho Commissariat depot the

weekly dole. of "corn," customarily moted out to

ovory settlor, whoso family was "on tho store," as-

it was styled ; corn, that is either wheat or barley,
being served out in ,tho place of flour, of which lattor
article there was

"
usually none in the oamp,1

until manufactured by the settlors themselves, out:
of their weekly allowance of .grain, for which pur- j
pose

'
hand

' mills were lout them ; and in this

patriarchal -employment it was, tliat Mr. Belbin;
was engaged ot the time of the arrival of tho mili

tary ambassador at his house.

Having reached the: liumblo tenemeut of the;
enemy, he onquired of . his. son,, the present Mr.
James Belbin, of Cambridge, then about six years-
old, if his father was within? and if so, to tell him ho
wanted to see him directly, and then marohed litm- ;
self in without more 'ceremony, and immediately
commenced; a hasty hut general rummage amongst
a number of books and piiyato papors"that lay on a
shelf of a kind of open 'cupboard, and, as ill-look ;
would liavo it, ho lighted on the offensive document ;
almost directly. j ; . . .

' '

Belbiri was not vory much pleased with tlio curt:
stylo of address used by: this -officer to his child, ,
which he had overheard/ though not indoors at tlio
moment ; ho was . therefore . in -no -hasto to. attend;
upon him. This delay was,,however, unfortunate, ;
as it gave the visitor time enough, to make a hasty

inspection of ;tho obnoxious, paper, which lie found;
to contain a long string of :complaints against his!
chief, and conveyed in such positive (language asdrovo ;

every drop of blood from'tho cheek' of the military 1

magnifico.
Belbin entered whilst tho intrusive visitor

was still poring over tho offensivo .petition, which,
-

to speak truth, read more like a " Bill of Rights" ;
and demands than a respectful request, anil!
of course only 'added fuel to the burning indigna-;
tion of tho ceremonious lieutenant.

There is nothing! in this world more catching
than ill-humour, and Belbin, though lie could -not
have given any

reason for it, . was iu a temper
directly..., .At thip moment/he did uot know what;
tbo officer wanted with' him, -or -what it was that ho
was reading, and no doubt would have kept a civil

tongue in his lioad hut' for the solemn air and1

scowling look of tho otlior, which put his back up1
in a'momorit, and! ho commenced the quarrel that;
followed, by abruptly enquiring, "What are you
doing tbero?" Now, this was too much for tlio
martial visitor, aud on an embassy of importauco, .
too, to boar with, and ho treated tlio enquiry as,
anyone else would have done whoso dignity was
thus trifled with— that is, with a solemn wavo of:
tho hand expressive of contempt for tho quorist, ;
and ;n look that would have gono through the
armour of a cuirassier.

; MOUNTAIN ASOENT.

Br a TiiAVErxEii.
In journeying through Monto's Marsh, in the muni-!

cipality of Hamilton, a few days ago, I met with an:
old friend in tlie person of Mr. .Edward Baynor,'
wlio resides nnd kcep3 a snug little farm in that:
locality, aud where tho stranger is always welcomed,
and the kindest- of hospitality bestowed upon bim by!

than I anticipated, Mr. Raynor narrated to me the
particulars of a trip which he and a few of bis friends-
had1 performed a few days previously to the top'
of Mount Field East. Tbo following is his
navrative; of tlio trip, as -near as- I can pos
sibly give it:— Tho bops, -Mr. Raynor said, having
boon picked in- that locality, himself, his daughter,
Eliza, accompanied by Kate Irvin and her brother,
John Dodd, four in number, started from Monto's
Marsh on Good Friday morning last at 5 o'clock,
taking with .them a tent and some eatables, nnd
resolved to steer their courso nlnng'tbn olu track cut
by tho Govornment some twenty or thirty years ago ;
tb is they were foiled in, owing to tlie heavy scrub
whioh was growing thereon. Consequently had to out
"their way through ns tlioy went along. Benched
Tea Tree Marsh lit IX "-10a.m., a distance of six inilcs
from Monto's. Hero Mr. llaynor states that the rooks
are covered over with beautiful moSs,studded with
scarlet, berries. After an hour's spell, prncuedotl on
thoir way, auil arrived at tho Flagstaff. From hero
open plains can be seen for inilcs. Agreed to make
this tbeir/enmping ground. 1'itcliod tlie tout and
siting tho billy ; and after justice was dono to a onp
of Mr. Heatly's tea, a stroll was taken for a fow hours.
Night sotting in, and after afow moro hours, which wore
spent in chatting and singing, tbey turned in for tho
night, having previously made up a (ire in front of.tlie
tent. They slept well, enveloped in thelrrugs.aiul layupon
a bed of ferns.etc., which tliey hadgathered round their
camp, their slumbers being broken occasionally during
tho night by. the noise of the jumping kangaroo, and
tlio 'chattering of tlio'bpossutri upon the top arid boughs
of tho gum trob. 1 " "

, .. .
"The dawn of Saturday morning broke in ; all rip; tea

oil i liad breakfast, and started again on their journey
for tbo mount, Plicobus: showing his fneo.over tlio
hills; reached Lake Fenton, a distance of -four
miles from the camping .ground, had- lunch 1 and
filled two bottles of water

'
from .,tlio lakes

'
as. a

momenta of their- visit. Mr. Raynor states that tho
air seomodso pure, fresli, and, sweet, owing he has no
doubt, to tlie quantity of lemon tliyrao nnd the scented
ton tree growing in : thnt locality. After spending, a
few liours here tbey !strolled along and visited Lakes
Broad llivor, and Raynor, where theyspentnfew hours
looking for and collecting plants of every description ;
when satisfied, retraced thoir steps, and returned to
the camp ; remained all night. "

On Easter Sunday morning climboil tbo Flagstaff,
and carved tlieir! names iu tlie tree; then packed up
their kit; a start was made homeward, bringing with
tliem several roots of moss, lemon thyme, scented tea
tree, nnd other curiosities, nnd arrived home at
Monto's once move at G p.m., ono and all well pleased
with their -trip ; ;nnd the girls, as they seated thom-
selves down by the fireside with thoir mothers, said
that they had the honour of being the first females
that have topped Mount Field East.

CONGREGATIONALISM.
'

to tub editor, of the mercury.
Sir, — While reaaing-the account ot tna

meetings
of tho Congregational Union at Hobart Town, it
has not failod mo to notice how tho movements of
maoy risofui schemes are retarded through' tho
want of funds, uot that tho members of.this deno
mination nro at all backward as to liberality, but
tliat thoir undertakings are so varied, and to re

gular membors tbo sovoral' contributions nggregnto
to a oonsidcrable amount. I havo boen evolving a
sohomo which, if adopted; would presently ho at
tended witii tho host results, and firm as tho foun
dation of tho Uuion appears to be, it would bo
established upon a surer foundation, and givo an
impetus to Congregatioualism. nud to as many de
nominations as adopted the principlo.

Church endowment in a now form lias prosonted
itself to mo, and after having carefully weighed the
inoaus to this end, I can discovornotangiblo holding
for any argument against it. Legacies to churches
are riot of such frequent ooburrenoo ns in tho old
days, and there are vory fow churches in Tasmania

' that have an independent income to fall back on ;
'yet this comfortable position , is within tlio reach of
all churches of all denominations, but inore

!especially so as regards Congregationalism, as each
'church is indepo.ident in its oxooutivo powors of all
othors. Church members should bo equal to tbo
'timos, and mako provision, whioh will bonefit thern-
solves it inav bo, but certainly which would benefit
-nnstoritv. Tho means to endowments that I nronoso
is life insurance, and in carrying out my ides, my
choice would fall upon a young member of the
.church, hecauso tho premiums would bo less, and
moro easily mot. To insure a lifo aged .21 with

-profits, for, Ray, £1,000 at death, would cost about
!10s. per wook, aud this "would onsuro a valuablo
help in church matters ; and making this tlio
minimum insurance, churolios ahlo to afford a larger
premium could do so at thoir pleasure. Somo may
oijoct to the principlo ns " traffieing," but I con
tend' that' it is lie mriro traffic than to insure
against loss by firo, or tbe.holding of bazaars..toa

meetings, or consorts. Another argumont might
Xo advanced, that it would tend to lessen tho in
dividual interests of churoh mombors, nnd bring
about an unhealthy inaction in the , economy of
churoh nffairs ; hut I say again, no ; for if posterity
was eased of tho necessity of providing . for
iits ministry, nmplo ways would' bo opened
up for '"useful dispensation of offerings. Widows
funds could bo moro largely augmonted. Pensions
to retiring ministers could bo moro lihornlly
given. Foreign and hoino missions could bo
hotter sustained, and indeed a fresh vigour would
bo apparent iu ail that pertains to ohuroli manage-
,ment. I givo tho idea for furthor dovolopmcnt, and
trust that ovcntunlly it may assume a practical
sliapo.— Yours, oto., . .
i - 1 i : '-i -! ! a ALFRED -FIELD, /

Latrobo, April 2, 1880. --

COLONEL ST.' HILL.

to the editor of the mercury.
Sin,— Mr. Barclay, in his letter published in to

day's Mercnrp . has quite over looked the fact that my
statement, which you wero kind enough to publish on
the 5th inst, contains (among other enclosures) another
statement, dated ns far back as the 5th January last,
and it is upon this latter statement that Mr. Barclay,
in the third paragraph of his letter to you, animad
verts.

A reference to ray letter to you of the 3rd inst.
(paragraph 11) will showthat the statement which Mr.
Barclay now cnlls in question was placed in Mr.
AVeld's hands on 12th January last, nearly three
months ago.

'
If what I stated then was, as Mr.

Barclay asserts,
"

utterly untrue," why, may I ask,
has it not been contradicted by tho person concerned?

Mr. Bnrclay says that on the 23rd ult. I admitted
to him that Mr. Weld was solely liable to the bank for
No. 2 account. This can only bo token in connection
with what you will find I say in the concluding por
tion of paragraph 18 of my letter to you of the 3rd
inst., viz., " That until tho 22nd March, when I was
placed in possessionof a copy, I was not aware that
tlio Gnvornor had even written to Mr. Barclay in tlie
tenor His Excellency appears to have dono on 20th
July, 1877."

Mr. Barclay asserts that my salary and travelling
expenses as Commandant were not placed to No. 2
account. Mr. Barclay has the advantage of me here,
for lie has the books of tho hank to refer to, while
T liavo not.now even the No. 2 passbonk, bnt I have
no doubt I dill not make that statement on the 5th
January, after being in possession of all the bonks,
accounts, etc., without Romereason.

Mi-. Barclay next proceeds to call attention to
transactions whioh appear to _ have - taken place
between tlio two accounts during a period of four
mouths, and infers that Idrow£225nn account of snlary
during that lime. ->A'refercnco to the accounts audited
iiy Mr. I'retyman will show tliat a considerable)'-por
tion of this 'sum had no connection whatever with
salary.

It may not have been until 11th November tliat Mr.
Weld gave tbo cheque which'elosod tlie No.' 2 account,
but that does not alter the fact that the account was
practically closed ori tho day I havo nained. I liavo a
letter from Mr. Weld in my possession,which was de
tained at Lnuiicostnu until my arrival there, i dated

firior
to the lltii November, informing, mo of what he

ia<l done. ,
My statement to Mr. Weld before leaving for Mel

bourne qf ,tho probable amount of the overdraft does
riot; as put by Mr. Barclay, represent' "very nearly
the deficiency ascertained by ;Mr. -Pretyman," but it
doe3 correspond in :round numbers i with the .amount
ascertained by Mr. Pretyman to, have been overdrawn
onaccount of His Excellency's household, viz., £1,359
0s. Id., thereby showing consistency with what I bave
stnted (vide par. 21 of my. letter to you of 3rd inst.), that
' ' I consideredmyself thon responsible to the Governor
fnr tlm amount exnonded on Ilis Excellency/ arid His
Excellency's household, only.''— Yours,. etc., -.. .

- W. 1I.;ST. HILL.
'

April 7, 1880.
'

to tiie editor of the mercury. , j

Sir,
—How can Mr. Barclay assertthat it was

always
clearly understood by the bank and Colonel St. Hill
that Colonel St. Hill's account No. 2 was tho Gover- ;
nor's, when,- some thirteen months after, it was opened
at the bank, be (Mr. Barclay) admits having at first ;
entertained,, ,and .upon re-consideration decline:

to 1
-Molmtrnni-n llia oolil nrinnlinil luSMlPnlflnbl Rf. TTl'll'fliimuigumikvu IIU0Htm tawwutiv "

private account ? The hank always designated the
account of Colonel St. Hill's No. 2. The Governor in -
ills despatch to tho Secretary of State called it'
technically a joint account, and Mr. Barclay says in:
tlie faceof these facts, it was always clearly under-'
stood by the bank and Colonel St. Hill to bo the
Governor's. On tlio 3rd November, 1879,the Governor :

wrote to Mr. Barclay, asking if a guarantee he had
given in -favour of iColonol St. iHill nearly ; two .years
ago (1877)was still in force. , It. is clear, .

therefore,
that His Excclleiiey did riot consider himself liable
beyond that amount. .nnd Mr. Barclay may rest
assured tlint had the Grivornornot voluntarily paid the
.RLt t.n umitl/1 li ciim in Inftlr fn ilia nneannnrlioltnd Snltis
own name drawn the cUequea.—Yours, etc., :

J. L. .LIVINGSTON.
Marydalo, Stony Steps,

April 7, 1880. - : :

to the editor of the mercury. 11 '

i Sill,
—Tlio public are deeply indebted to Mr. J. ;L.

Livingston 'for his clear and oxplicit (letter,' published)
in your issue of this morning, showing; as it does, how ,
carefully Aa '-has read -the. correspondence in the St. j
Hill case, and what, a'correct, estimate: lie has formed !
of it. It is to, be, regretted that his letter, was not
written ac an earner period ; or uevver sum, lorwurueu :
to Colonel St. Hill, who would no doubt have gladly
miide use of it." Had such been done, ! feel sure the1
Ministry would not have taken the courso thoy did. j

I quite 'agree'-with Mr. Livingston when- he says, !
"It is a great pity that His Excellency did not pay ;
more attention to ,tlio advice given to him by the:
Secretary. of iStnte! to preserve his dignity, and not,
to mix with' matters purely within 1 the ''scope
and authority of his subordinates." Had he
clone so,' the system of looting recently prac
tised upon hint, might still have boon going on;-.
Colonel St. Hill might still have been Private Socro- :
tury ;, and in the event of any impertinent interference
by Mr. Weld with his subordinates, it could have
been shown that Colonel St. Hill bad "only overdrawn
his account with the Commercial Bank." to tlie extent
of £1,500 ! A result no doubt eminently satisfactory j
to tlio Colonel anil Air. J . i/. Jjivingscon. — x ours, etc.,

, MEDDLER, -
Ilobart Town, April 7,1880.

"
.,:!.;

EXPLANATION! STREOn URCHBUILD-
INCl SOCIETIES' FINANCE. :

"

to the editor of the mercury.
Sir,— There is nothing more liaolo to misapprehen

sion than finance. This seemsto be true, at least in!
the caseof Clmrcli Building Societies. I am asked,
again and again, to.explain how it is that tlie loans of
such societies are so easily paid, while, at tho same
time, the society gives tlie whole of the capital, and
clien maacs IVprone,-

- nereis in vile arrangement, no
mystery. I will stato the case as clearly as l oan,
tlion show how such borrowing arrangements differ
from those of' ordinary building, (Societies, nnd,
lastly, point 'out that it is in reality a double
business process, depending in the first place
for its financial successupon tlio amount of capital sub
scribed as a loan fund, and tlion upon tho investment in
a general .building society of , tlio anuual payments
received from the borrower. The Victorian scliemo,
advocated by the Rev; J. J. Halloy at the jubilee
meetings of tlio Congrogationnl Union/is explained in
tho-Congregational Year -Book for 1880, just to band.
Tlie scheme is. briefly this:— A fund having' been
raised by subscriptions, collections, eta, becomes the
capital' of the society ; tliis is lent for ,the pnrposo of
aid in building or repairing ebu'rebos,' or parsonages,
or-'- Sunday 'school rooms! If £100 bo' lent to
tlie managers of si'; ohurch, tbey repay £8 per
niinum.for ten years,. and, this meets the whole claim.
For example, £100 is borrowed, and is paid.off by ten
yenrly payments „of . £8: each. The society uses the
inonoypaid, rind'triakes'a profit out of it,

'
By taking

up shares1inA building society, the £8 por;annum be
comes, in .ton/years, £120.! In tliis way tlie borrowers
are benefited £20, for tlioy pay only £80 for the £100
received; and the:society is, benefited £20, foritlends
£100, and at the 'end of j ten years it realises £120. :'

Can anything similar be dojie in Tasmania, on the
present basis of our building' societies? That is the

Eoint
which. concerns,us. _Tlie schemecould, Ibelieve,

e worked wi th liny building shciety. But I select that
which comOSto hand first; tho GoodTemplar Society,not
to put it into competition witbanyother, butbecause its
report is boforo me. : Two questions demand a reply.
Cau such ri plan be worked here ? And can it bo
worked ns.advantageously as in Victoria? To both I
answer yes.' If wo take the last return of the society
named, the profits amount to 11 per cent, per annum.
Tbo payments on a siuglo share, a shilling per weok,
or £2 12s.per nu'nurii,- will, iu sevenyears, amount to
£18 4s.; tho sum realised by. these payments is over
£25, or, spoaking.in round numbers, the aggregate of
the payments amounting to £18, will, nt the end of
seven years, represent £25. Ten years is the nominal
time for these payments to run, but the placing of the
profit to tlie credit of the

'
investing members

makes up in seven years tlio fiillnmonnt of £25.
It may veiy naturally be asked, "Why not invest

in a building society, then?" What need is there of
a Special provision in tlio form of a "Churoh Building
Society,", with a large subscribed capital? This is, the!
point needing explanation. If, instead of being simply
a paying, or inresting: member of a building sooiety,
one is a borrower, .lie ha3 to pay so much per cent, for
tho loan, in addition to his monthly, payment. The
proportion is this s An investing member paysfor each
share taken up one shilling per week ; and, if also a
borrower, he pays

'
on a! loan to the extent of such

share; an additional ninepence per week as interest.
Now, if no participation of profits wero allowed on the

:share taken up to meet the £25 loan; the payments
would liavo to extend over very nearly ten years. By
allowing a share in the profits, sevenyears' payment
clears off tlio £25, arid tho ninepence per wook paid as
-interest is paid forsevori yours instead of ton, so that
a double advantage accrues,to tho borrower by having
a sliaro of tlie profits. The total amount paid by him
is £31 17s., that is £G 17s. in seven years, over and
above tlio actual amount of tbo loan; lcs3 tlmn £1 a
year for the uso of £25 ; less than 4 per cent. It must
bo remembered that the society lias had the uso of the

-whole amount paid during the seven years as a source
of profit, otherwise it could not pay tho investors II
per cont. on tlie paiil-rip capital.

Wo may, nn\y consider the working of tlio proposed
.-churohbuildin.g sclioino, Instead of tlio trustees of a
,church borrowing £100 of a building society, and re-
:paying in sevenyears the full amount of the lonn and
jfour per cent, interest, tlie annual payment of £10 8s.
:for seven

years
to a cliurch building society would pay

the loan, interest and all ; or, moro correctly speak
ing, the whole of the socioty's claim on account of the
£100 loun would be mot, which amounts to tho same
tliino-
! Tlio secret of the whole, transaction lies' in tlie fact
thnt the loan is, virtually, a gift. Interest is paid for
it, but tho capital, strictly speaking, is never repaid;
but tlio yearly interest is so used by tho Church Loao
Society that it mounts rip in seven years tn
.morn; than the original loan; Supposing the in
terest upon the loan to be fixed at ten and a: half per
cent, for.sovonyears, tlio oliuroli would pay £73 10s.
only for £100 borrowed.

'
But wlint would be the

position of tbesocioty lending the £100 ? Tbo interest
received from tlio borrowing churoh, £10 10s. per
annum; would pay tlio chargeson four shares (£10 8s.),
and leave a small margin for expenses. In sovonyears
tho chureli society would pay £72 lGs. to tho building
society, rind would for that receivo £100. It would by
tho transactiou gain" £27 4s., while tho clinrch which
borrowed the £100 would gain £2(5 10s. A bettor
return to botliitho lending sooioty nnd tlio borrowing
church, than the Victorian plan gives.

It may be objected that 10.)por cent, is too high.
That conld easily be reduced by oxtonding tbo term of
payment. But I proposed thnt smn ns fitting in with
tlio rules of ono of our own building societies. But
if. the payment of £8 a yoar for ten yeais bo preferred
there would bo no difficult-. Tlio 11 per cent, profit
is paid upon all shares up to the end of ten years and
oven beyond.- Tho society would, under tho proposed
arrangement of, £8 per year for ton years, take up
three shares, which, at tbo end of ten years, would
roaliso £102 lis. 7d., thus giving to it in ten years a
profit of £22 lis. 7d. In both cases the profit' is
nobessririly Ibbstliari boforo, bocauso the lonu is for n
longer period,

Tho groundwork of the whole transaction is tho
possessionof capita). Tho society is never aborrower.
Tho subscribed fund is always increasing; it nover sows
witiiout reaping n harvest. There is no mystery in
the transaction, and, I hope, this letter may show the
plan to ho so feasible, that nono will hesitate to help
it forward. —

Yours, etc.,
W. C. ROBINSON.

Hobart Town, April 2, 1880.

TYPHOID FEVER AND MILK.

to the editor of the mercury.
Sin,—In refcronco to Or. isenjaheld s letter ot tlie

5th instant I wish to passa few remarks.
First of all ho says lie is attending threo crisesin ono

houso who have all partaken milk of a certain dairy,
and who have all tyjihoid fever and onewlio lias been

milk from a differeht dairy is quito free from
the disease.

I wish to opposehis statement about the milk being
the cause, as I havo been drinking a pint of milk out
of tbo same can ns supplied to tbo nbnvo sufferers
every morning, and found no ill effects yet ; but quite
to the contrary, as I Recm to be gaining flesh nnd
getting quite robust on tlie supposed poison ; and
furthermore, I wnnld like to know if Dr. Bonjnfield
can publicly decline that the milk contains the con
tagion, ns the milktniin informs mo that tho milk ho
sells is diluted with water in tho proportion of ono in
eight, and thnt the water ho usesis obtained from tlio
same source as wo in tho city all use,1 which I havo
proved to my own satisfaction beyond a doubt by the
aid of the Lactometer. .

'
e

Then again, lie informs !us tliat tlio milkman in
question has two or threo of his family down with
the disease,whioh I can positively assort is not the
case. He dill liavo one infant unwell, but its illness
was mving tn its teething, which generally affects all
infants, and makes tliem a little feverish ; aiul not
only that, medical gentlemen who have attended the
child give a decided answor, and say that tho child
nover had typhoid fever or any other contagious
disease.

Dr. Benjafield docs not know the amount of harm
he lias clone this prior man by publishing a letter which
contains statements ho is utterly uiiablo to prove.
This man lias a wife and family depending upon bim,
and tho only means lio had of providing for them was
by tlie sale of his milk, which lib has robbed tliem of.

A short time ago, when I. was'residiiig- in
Sydney,

typhoid fever was raging, nnd the pooplo took rit into
their heads jtliat (a certain milkwmtian was' distri
buting tlie contngion through Iter milk. Well, what
dicl tlioy do? Hor sheds were burnt down, her cows
were sold,nnd !they refunded lier ; but wlint was that tb
the poor woman? She wasutterly impoverished through a
whim, as the cows wore sold ton milkman, who supplied
milk to the public frnin the snraocows, and no notice
was taken of it, rind stilt the fever raged. Hoping I
have not encroached upon your space, I remain, yours
etc.," . . : . .

'
'A. M. HART, ,

April 7, 1880. . Elizabeth-street.1

.. LABOUR AT MARGANA.

,, h .to. the editor, of the mercury.; . .
SIR,—In rending the report ot tlio directors ot tno

Alpine Gold: Mining Company, ns pnblished in The
Mercnrp, I was not at all surprised that tho promoter,
Mr.' Jdlin Senior Gobdall, should havo' represented to
the directors that lie was obliged to go to Launceston

was -delayed: on licooniit of not being jihle to get n
carpenter in this district. It is woll known that four
of the abovo'craft reside'rit

'
Marignnn,'

' some of tliem
being unemployed Lfor.itnnnths .past—men who. have
been employed upon rill tlio principal batteries in the
colony. (But tlie fact is, they do not suit Mr. Goodnll's
book. Not only, are carpenters, objected to by Mr.
Gbodnll,

"
but

"
thorough good nnd practical miners, ,

residents here, nro obliged to seek employment olso-
wit nro. iinrl fclinv mvn nverv Rfitiafjintinn tn tlinan W
whom tliey are employed. —Yours; etc., !'

ANTI-KUBOID.

' - ' ' ' 'NEWS BY1THE SORATA.

Dr. W. H. Russell,; of Crimea renown, and tlio
special correspondent of the Daily Telegraph during
the Sbhtli'Africiui'w.niylias made serious charges of
breaohes of discipline aguinst Beveral regimonts in
the Transvaal, accusing the men of plundering,
drunkenness, and general lawlessness, that ,was
quite uncontrollable by their officers. Sir Garnet
Wolsoloy .denied; ,the charges, hut: subsequently
stated that further enquiries would be made, as tho
homo authorities wore determined to sift tho matter
to tho bottom. . ; .

The Marquis of Lorno has recommended ;the
Dominion Parliament to grant lOO.OOOdol. towards
the relief of the Irish distress.

' : ' '
A volunteer review

'
will bo -hold at- Easter'- on

Brighten Downs, for tho first. timo. within the last ;
Bovon years. .

'

CafeTown, March 13.
In the Transvaal1 matters have assumed a: more

settled aspoet.'
The Boers had a committcB meeting on tho 10th,

-arid decided to adjourn tlio monster mooting called
for April next. ! '

Onthosaino day Major Lanyon opened the now
Legislative .Council. , Several bills, have been road
a"first time, including one creating a nativo hut tax
of 10s.

The Legislative Council of Natal was somowhat
hurriedly prorogued, and some indiguation was
criu'iied by tho 'omission of rill reference in the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech to Beveral important
bills! A protest against sncli an unusual stop was
drawn up and signed by many membors.

Tlie operations iii tho Kimborley mine continue
to bo impeded by tlio fallen reef, for tlio removal of
which! a contract was recently signed at' an estimated
cost of £800,000 (sie.): Tlio .contractor,' 'however,
was uuahle to find the necessary, security, and the
Mining Board aro again calling for tenders.
"

An important speech was recently dolivored by
the Hon. J. S. .,Sprigg, the (Premier, in which ho
announced the introduction, during the next session
by tho Ministry of a largo schomo of railway ex-
torision. riiul that resolutions on the subject of con
federation would bo submitted. It lias since tran
spired -that those resolution's will take tlio sliapo of
a proposal to hold a conference of 15 delegates, six
from Capo -Colony, tliroo1 erioh frorii Griqualand
West, Kimborley, Transvaal, and Natal. Sir
Barllo Froro will also attend tlio conferonco.

-Tho .Basutos, and tlio way in which they will re
ceive tiio proclamation of tho Peace Preservation
Act, making it a,penal, offence for .anyone,, to carry
arms, are tlio most serious questions of the flay.
There iiro thoso wlio boliovo that :Yny attempt to
enforeri the provisions of tlio' Act will riiect with
armed rosistanee, and who do nob hesitate '. to de
nounce the Act, at'iiny rate so far as tlio Basutos lire
concerned, as unnecessary and unjust". .Others again
maintain that the Govornment 'cannot disarm one
Motion of tlie -natives and make an1-exception of
tho -Basutos, howover, industrious and peaceful tliey
may ho.

Capo Town lias: been .visited by a succession of
south-easterly gales, which detained .ono - mail
steamer.GOhours. ,,<Only, nno.shipping, casualty, .has
been 'reported, "tlio. brig Wilhelmiun,.frqin Rio, .bay
ing' parted' lier', "cable .at. ;Moiisel

Bay,! and B?.no
ashore.

'
All hands .were"'saved! '!„, !

' "
- ,

Tho whole ooloriy'has liad'a very heavy rainfall.
The rivers lirivc bccii flooded,

'
and. communication

frequently delayed.
- ;;1

; !' ..
A disastrous, firo' broke out a few nig its ago,-

whon one of tho largest ironmongers' stores in Cape
Town1 arid several other stores -wero entirely de
stroyed. .Tho damage is estimated at £G0,000.

From tho Aye.
London, February 20. ;

A froo-trado and roeiprnoity debate in tho House
of Commons J-was 'commonced' on 13ih February.
Mr. Whooibouso desired a select oonnnitteo should
bo appointed :to! oonsider tiie cominorciul relations
between England nnd foreign nations, llo de
nounced the' systom of favouring foreigners at tbo1
cost of tho working classes. Clocks, watches,
oambrios, and velvets wore reaoivod duty free from
countries wlioro prohibitive tariffs oxoludod English
goods, making, the working classessuffer. The colo
nies had largo breadths of wheat-growing land and
1inexhaustible raw materials. They would soon
iho able to. export mamifaoturod goods. Eng
land should cultivatb her colonial relations,1 noting
on tlio E'lllvoreiu principle." Froo trado was a
misnomer entirely.. The prinoiple adopted was one
of favouring the foreigner. Mr. Maodonald, member
for Stafford, fenreil no foreign oompotition if

I England hnd n fair fioltl nnd no favour. Supposing
thoro was a continuation of poaoo and two good har
vests wero obtained, a solect committee would bo
useless. Mr. Bourko, Uiidor Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, opposed the motion, and gave statistics
showing tho enormous incroaso of exports, whicli
wore tbo result of free-trade. In 1S39 tho oxports
wore £53,000,000 ; shortly nftor the repoalof tho corn
laws tliey rose to £G3,000.000. Ill 1S59thoy reached
£130,000,000, and in 1S72 £290,000,000. Though
thoy had subsequently decreased, in was. in value,
not in quantity. . Onc-sidod free trado was prefpr-
nblo to no freo trade. Tlmro was no moro
protective country than tho United States, yet
England successfully competed with America aud
beat hor in tho ocean.traffic. Mr. Childors eutircly
endorsed Mr. Bourko's speech. Reciprocity was
'disguised protection. - -Arguing that freo trado was

prejudicial was similar, to denying tlio oarth's
rotundity. Sir Goo. Bnvyor lnombor fnr Wexford,
considered that tbo' fact that tbo whole of tho
oivilised world except England.' was against free
trade wns a sufficient reason to support an enquiry. ,
There was none so dogmatical as politioal
economists. The couiitr.v, had seen enough to rniso .
doubts whothor froo trado was rin invariably good !
dootrino. Mr. Bant took, mombor for Norfolk,
pointed out that freo trade 'had increased pau
perism. Ho had a strong conviction to the ollcet
that freo trado h id decrcasod the' wiagos of tlio
working classes and inoroasod thoir inisorics. Food
was dorir or cboap, not according. to tho pricoof.tlio
loaf, but according to tho earnings of tho labourer,
which free trade deoreased. Tho balanoo of trade.'
against England wns n hundred and fifty millions.
No country was ablo to stand such financial embar
rassment. After furthor discussion, tho House
voted on Mr. Whoolhouso's motion with tlio result
of Gfor tho motion aud 75 against it.

Roferiing to tho Winter Falaco explosion, tlio
Reimblitjue Francaise. considers tliat tho Nihilist
conspiracy must soon succeed if tho authorities are
nuablo to discover tlio plotters. La Jiwlire is not
surprised at the attempt, sooing tho severity of
Russian despotism, nnd fears that tlio revolutionary
party will now ho doubly oppressed. La Lanternc
Bnys the Czar must givo liborty to tlio pooplo to
avoid assassination. The 'Dmcs says tho root of tlio

1misoliiof is tlio corruption of tbo wbolo Russian

j Governmont. Tho Pall Mall Gazette reoommondB
tho Czar to abdicate as his only obanoo of safety,

VICTORIA.

Tho Aye states that Sir John O'Shanassy has
boon offered tbo Agont-Goneralship, and has re-
fused it.

Somo hundreds of men applied for work to the
Harbour TruBt on Thursday to bo put on tho works
for decponing the Yarra. About 100 wero soleoted,
ana nn equal numbor aro oxpeoted to bo put on
Bhortly.

Tho Grampians frcostono is likely to become
largoly used in tho publio buildings of Melbourne.
In reply to a deputation irom Stawoll, the Minister
of Public Works spoko highly of tho qnnlity of tho
stone, and agreed to receivo sovoral blocks of it for
tho pnrposo of exhibition.
_On Easter Monday tho pocket of a lady who was

riding in a South Yarra 'bus was picked of her
purse, containing fifteen sovereigns. At tbo end of
tlio jonrnoy tho lady found that hor purse, minus
lier cash, bad boon restored to Iter dress pookot, to
gether with a programme of ono nf tho sports. ,

Mr. W. Oreswick is drawing good houses at tho
Bijou Tliciiire, Molbourno.

Air. Mnrthow Burnett, tlio well-known ovangolist
and social reformer, has gono to South Australia
carry on his mission there.

The sum of £28.550 has been sent from Victoria
for tlio Irish Relief Fund. , . , . , .

A groom nt Wnrrnambool named Thompson ran
away with his master's daughter, a girl 15 yoars of
age, named Martha Beggs. Martlm is entitled,
undor her father's will, to cansidornblo proporty.
Tho pair havo been arrested in Melbourne. - -

Tho destruction of hares on tlio Ercildouno (Sir
Samuel Wilson's) cstato lias been so groat that fears
aro entertained that thoro will not bo enough for
coursing.

' "
Tho llov. -TamosBonttio, who lately resigned his

charge of Chalmers' Clmrclq Melboumo/'owing to
ill-health, has retrirncd to Scotland.

The Govornment bavo stepped tho practice intro
duced by Mr. John Woods of granting railway
passes to ' tho wives anil families of members of
Parliament.

An effort is hcingjinado to establish to Melbourne
a solf-paying institution for tho treatment "of :sur
gical and medical eases.

Tbo M 17/H9says tho oomplaints that. the l Govern
ment liavo given tbo County Court -judgeship to a
Blaok Wodnosday Ministor (Mr. R. Lo. Poor
Trench aro nob altogether correct. lie .takes the
judgeship in addition to his Land Tax

'
Commis-

sionorship, without extra salary. .
' Tho Education department is -inviting tenders

from persons willing to oolloot suoh information as
to children ns will admit of tbo compilation of an
odueation census. " : u.i v
'"A young man, wlio gave his name -as. Charles
Morris, but who is supposed to ho a George Lyall,
recently from England, oommittcd suicido in Sand
hurst gaol on Wodnosday, by hanging himself to
the ventilator iu tlio coll door.

Mr. Macliain hns been returned unopposed as
n member of tlio Legislative Council for tlie Central
Proyinco in -tho room of Mr. Sargood. It . 1b
rumoured tliat tho Hon. >T.Honty intends resigning
his scat for tlio South- Wostorn Proviuco. Should
ho do so, Mr. J. H. Connor, tbo innyor of Geolong,
purposes coming forward as a caudidato for tno
seat.

Tho
permanent buildings of tho Molbourno

International Exhibition aro approaching comple
tion, and good progress has been mado by tho
contractors for tho temporary courts, but thereyot
remains a largo amount of indisponsablo work to bo
performed prior to tbo date fixed for tho general
recaption of exhibits, which in: tho offioial pro
gramme of the commissioners isstated to oommonco -
on tlio 1st of Juno noxt.

Tlie total proceeds of tlio fauoy salo in aid of tho
funds of Trinity Collage, Melbourne, amounted to
£2,250. .

The Juvenile Exhibition was closed on Saturday
evening. Tho - total number of visitors sinco tho
opening is estimated at 170,000 (a considerable pro
portion of whom did not pay), and tho; roeeipts .at
£8,000, whilo £1,500 has been paid away in prizes.
Tho expenseshavo boon heavy, and there will bo no
siirpluE.

Tho Melbourne correspondent of theJArarat paper
says

" Mr. Gaunson will boa candidate for the
Chairmanship of Committees, 'and is likely to re
ceive the eupport of both eidoe of tho Houeo. ' '

Thoro seems to bo misahief browing botwoon Mr.
Service and somo of bis old allies. Tbo Bendigo
Independent says that Sir John O'Sbanassy, on a
recent .visit to Sandhurst, declared himsolf (yet "fit
for Service."

Tno now company Btnrted. . for, the exportation of
frozen meat promises to hoenmo most successful.
Tho shareholders' list is rapidly filling up, gontle-
men connected witii pastoral pursuits being (con
fident of the success of its operations, Nearly 200
shares have now been taken.

Somo sensation lias bean created amongst officers
appointed by tho Berry Governmont, who aro ap-
prolionsivo of a gonoral sweep being mado in the
departments. It is believed, however, that 'Mr.
Service will only interforc in instancos of apparently
gross injustice. Many serious changes of depart-
montal offioials aro inovitablo.

Good greyhounds have become drags - in the
Melbourne market. Sovoral fine specimens

-wore
offered at auction last week, fetching merely
nominal prices. : i

Tbo Harbour Trust- works nro progressing, and
many of tho unemployed liavo been absorbed.

The Benalla Standard is responsible for tho fol
lowing:— "A sovoro reprimand wns administered
to a bank manager in this district tho, otlior day by
his iuspeutor. The .inspector whilo on his rounds
called in at tho bank, and boforo leaving took up a
revolver which had boon providod as a protection
against the. Kollys. Upon examination tbo in-
spoctor found it to be unloaded, aud immediately
risked tlio reason why the weapon was empty in the
Kelly country. Tho manager, after a lifctio hesita
tion, replied that ho had (ircd off the six ohambors
for practice, lint confessed that ho did not know how
to reload the weapon. The reprimand followed olose
upon tho last admission. " -

OUR PARLIAMENTARY RELATIONS.

Tlio Sydney Daily Telegraph of March 24
writes: — Tho nnnouncoinont maclo through
tho modiuin- of Router's ,Tolographio Agonoy,
that, tho Tasmanian Logislative . Council) had
adjournocl for throo months, probably led thoso
who are ignorant of tlio Constitution , of that
colonv to boliovo that its Parliament, as: re-

presented by -a singlo., Chamber, liad pro-
roguod aftor tlio sessional work had beon com
pleted. All but thoso who aro acquainted
with' tlio usual method' of working responsible
Government in British communities would "be
astounded to hoar tliat tho Parliament of ; Tas
mania is coinposad of: two Houses; and that
tlio popular Chambor. is far from agreeing to
the adjournment of; tho '

Lords,', and justly
regard;; it as- tlio . mo3t . tyrannical and:, re
volutionary, procooding' that could bo adopted
by any -body entrusted with. - logislative
powers. It has sinco becomo known . thah
tho Council adopted this oxtromo: course in
consequonco of tlio Govornmont re-introduo-
ing measures for publio works whioh had
beon unanimously agreed to in tlio Assembly,
but rejocted by tho Uppor Houso. Popular
indignation is said to bo rampant just now in
the oolony, and tliore would appear to bo an

:almost universal ofl'ort to bring about consti-
1tutional reform. Tlio present Constitution was
framed in tlio interests of tho holdei'S of Imperial
grants, by certain mombors of tho old Counoil,
when tho colony's affairs wore controlled by one
House! arid was thrust upon tlio colony by the

\ casting vote of the chairman, tho Into Sir Richard
1
Dry. Tiie Constitution Act conferred the powor

;Oxorcisod by the old Council upon tho two
jnow Chambers equally, so tliat tliore is no doubt
'about tlio right of tho Council to niter money
bills.

'
Tho question whether thnt right should

;bo oxorcised is promptly decided by tho. libornl
!partisans, who hold to tho practice of tho Imperial
iPai'liamont undor similaroiroumstnncos. ThoTas-

imaninn Logislativo Council, howovor, is not bus-
-ceptible to moral suasion,- and will procood to any
!arbitrary nioasuros to chock tho advancement of
;tho oolonj', through tlio outlay of publio money
-.for -publio works. For twonty yoars- the
'colony hns boon :stranglod by this branch - of
tlio - Legislature, and littlo or. no money was:
allowed to bo oxponded on roads/ bridgos, etc.,

(though schomos woro pnssod by tlio Assembly
ovory sossion.: Whilst parties in tho Lower

(House woro almost equally dividod, tho Council

could; procood to oxtromes with impunity ; but
tho prosout Premier,. Mr. W. R. Giblin,
loads a Houso that is plodgod almost univor-
sally to support his policy, nnd tliat policy
includes reform of tho Couucil. Whon Mr.
Roiboy's. Government was iu powor, tho Council
took tlio samo arbitrary courso whicli is now so

strongly uoprueuteii, mm mijuuruuu tui- imuu
months at a vory critical poriod, because of somo
strictures, whicli tho lato Hon. Charles Morodith

pnssod upon ono of its mombors from his sent in
tho Assembly. 'Tho assortion that tho prosont nd-

joumment is unprecedented is, thoroforo, not cor
rect. Mr. Giblin lias boon blamod for not striking
at tho root of tho Counoil boforo

proposing
the

ndjournmont of tlio Assembly, but Mr. Giblin
is a shrewd lawyer, and ho knows tho commu
nity ho lias to doal with. Ho is moro likely to
succood by "proceeding -calmly and doliberatoly
to reform, tlmn if, with an army of oxcited and
outhusiastic supporters, ho rushed hoadlong into
tho fray. Tlie wrong has sunk doop into the
.minds of rational colonists, nnd tho cause will
not suitor from ronsonnblo dolay."

Valuable Discovery fob tuf. Hair.— If year hair
is tuniiui: prey or white, or fulling off, uso " The
Mexican 1lair Honowr," for it will positively restart
in every case Grey or 1Vhitc hair to its original colour,
without leaviug the disagreeable smoll ot most " Re
storers." ft makes the hair charmingly boautiful, as
woll as proinotiug tho growth ef the hair on bald
spots, where tho glumhi aro not docavod. Ask your
Chemist for "The Mexican Hair Rkneweb," pre
pared by Henby O. GALLur, 493, Oxford-strcot, London,
and sold by chemists mid peifumers everywhere at

' 3s,Gd. per bottle.
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